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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
1. TOPIC 1- Living 

and Working 

Together in Families 

and Communities, 

Now and Long Ago 

 

1.1 The history of 

 students’ own 

local community 

and how 

communities in 

North America 

varied long ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The student understands the history of his or 

her local community by: (2A) 

 

GSE: 

 

 

1.1.1 Interpreting population data from 

historical and current maps, charts, 

graphs, and census tables in order to 

make generalizations about the changing 

size and makeup of a region. [Interrogate 
the data]   

 

The student understands how communities in 

North America varied long ago by: (2B) 

 

GSE: 

 

1.1.2 Describing the challenges and difficulties 

encountered by people in a pioneer 

farming community such as those found 

in the 

 Old Northwest (e.g., Ohio), the 

prairies,  

 Southwest (e.g., Santa Fe)  

 Far West (e.g., Salt Lake City). 

[Read historical narratives 
imaginatively]  Reading Essentials:  

Northeast, The West, The 

Southwest (chapters 2 & 3), 

National Geographic Southwest  

 

 

 

DISTRICT INITIATIVES  & RESEARCH 

 

Applies Principles of Learning (POL) ©  

 organizing for effort 

 clear expectations 

 fair and credible evaluations 

 recognition of accomplishment 

 academic rigor 

 accountable talk 

 socializing intelligence 

 self-management of learning 

 learning as apprenticeship 

 

Differentiates instruction by varying the 

content, process, and product and 

implementing  

 tiered assignments 

 jigsawing 

 pre/post assessments 

 anchoring 

 think/pair/share 

 cubing, etc.  

 

Models historical thinking skills:  

chronological thinking, historical 

comprehension, historical analysis and 

interpretation, historical research 

capabilities, and historical issues – analysis 

and decision-making 

 

Provides social studies best practices 

opportunities such as:  

 investigating topics in depth  

 exercising choice and 

responsibility by choosing their 

own topics for inquiry  

 involving exploration of open 

questions that challenge students’ 

thinking 

 involving students in active 

participation in the classroom and 

the wider community  

 involving students in both 

independent inquiry and 

cooperative learning  

 involving students in reading, 

Supplementary 

books/material 

 Reading Essentials:  

Northeast, The West, 

The Southwest 

(chapters 2 & 3),  

 National Geographic 

Southwest 9/50  

 National Geographic 

Map Essentials, grade 

4 

 Time for Kids 
 National Geographic 
 Picture Book overhead 

transparencies  

 Picturing America,  

 Migrant 

Mother, 1936 

 HMS Book Closet 

 

Technology 

 LCD projectors 

 Computer lab 

 www.unitedstreaming.

com 

 www.ridoe.net 

 www.ride.ri.gov/instru

ction/curriculum 

 

Materials 

 atlas 

 classroom pull-down 

maps 

 globe 

STANDARDIZED  AND REQUIRED 

 

 

SUGGESTED 
 

Anecdotal records 

 

Exhibits 

 

Graphic organizers 

 

Interviews 

 

Journals  

 

Multiple  Intelligences assessments 

(e.g. role playing – bodily kinesthetic, 

graphic organizing – visual, 

collaboration- interpersonal, etc. ) 

 

Oral presentations 

 
Research project 

 

Reading Strategies: before, during 

and after   
 Fact and opinion 

 Cause and effect 

 Summarizing 

 Main idea – supporting details 

 Text structure 

 Graphic sources 

 Author’s purpose 

 Compare/contrast 

 Making judgments 

 Authors viewpoint/point of view 

 Question 

 Predict 

http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.ridoe.net/
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
1.1.3 Drawing upon maps and stories in order 

to identify geographical factors that led 

to the establishment and growth of 

communities such as New England, logging 

in the Mid-West, Mississippi Valley [Draw 
upon historical maps and read historical 
narratives imaginatively]  

 

 

writing, observing, discussing, and 

debating  

 building upon students’ prior 

knowledge; exploring a full range 

of culture found in America  

 

Facilitates the use of graphic organizers:  

sequence organizers  (chains, cycle), 

concept development (mind map), 

compare/contrast organizers (Venn 

diagrams, comparison charts), organizers 

(word web, concept map), evaluation 

organizers (charts, scales), 

categorize/classify organizers (categories, 

tree) relational organizers (fish bone, pie 

chart) 

 

Addresses multiple intelligences 

(instructional strategies) 

 

Uses Suchman Model of Inquiry (use with 

Picturing America) 

 emotions 

 facts 

 wonderings 

 connections  
 

 

School library resources 

 Grade 4 Social 

Studies Curriculum 

Binder 

 

Community 

 

 

 Visualizing 

 Inferring 

 Determining importance 

 Synthesizing 

 Paraphrasing 

 

Tests/quizzes 

 
Written responses e.g. 

 Responding to literary and 

informational text 

 Informational writing – report 

(W-4)   

 

TOPIC 2 – The 

History of 

Students’ Own 

State or Region 

 

 

2.1 The people, 

events, 

problems, and 

ideas that 

created the 

history of their 

state. 

 

The student understands the interactions among 

all these groups throughout the history of his or 

her state by: (3D) 

GSE: 

 

 

2.1.1 Examining various written accounts in 

order to identify and describe regional 

or state examples of major historical 

events and developments that involved 

interaction among various groups (e.g., 

the Alamo, the Underground Railroad, 

the building of the Transcontinental 

Railroad, and the California Gold Rush). 

DISTRICT INITIATIVES  & RESEARCH 

 

Applies Principles of Learning (POL) ©  

 organizing for effort 

 clear expectations 

 fair and credible evaluations 

 recognition of accomplishment 

 academic rigor 

 accountable talk 

 socializing intelligence 

 self-management of learning 

 learning as apprenticeship 

 

Differentiates instruction by varying the 

content, process, and product and 

implementing  

 tiered assignments 

 jigsawing 

 pre/post assessments 

Supplementary 

books/material 

 Reading Essentials:  

Northeast, The West, 

The Southwest 

(chapters 2 & 3),  

 National Geographic 

Southwest 9/50  

 National Geographic 

Map Essentials, grade 

4 

 Time for Kids 
 National Geographic 
 Picture Book overhead 

STANDARDIZED  AND REQUIRED 

 

 

SUGGESTED 
 

Anecdotal records 

 

Exhibits 

 

Graphic organizers 

 

Interviews 

 

Journals  
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
 

 

 

 

[Consider multiple perspectives] Reading 

Essentials:  The West 

 

2.1.2 Investigating the influence of geography 

on the history of US regions (logging, 

global warming in major cities, gr. 4) and 

identify issues and approaches to 

problems such as land use and 

environmental problems. [Reconstruct 
the literal meaning of a historical 
passage] Reading Essentials:  The 

Northeast chapters 2,3; The West, 

Southwest 

 

 

 

 anchoring 

 think/pair/share 

 cubing, etc.  

 

Models historical thinking skills:  

chronological thinking, historical 

comprehension, historical analysis and 

interpretation, historical research 

capabilities, and historical issues – analysis 

and decision-making 

 

Provides social studies best practices 

opportunities such as:  

 investigating topics in depth  

 exercising choice and 

responsibility by choosing their 

own topics for inquiry  

 involving exploration of open 

questions that challenge students’ 

thinking 

 involving students in active 

participation in the classroom and 

the wider community  

 involving students in both 

independent inquiry and 

cooperative learning  

 involving students in reading, 

writing, observing, discussing, and 

debating  

 building upon students’ prior 

knowledge; exploring a full range 

of culture found in America  

 

Facilitates the use of graphic organizers:  

sequence organizers  (chains, cycle), 

concept development (mind map), 

compare/contrast organizers (Venn 

diagrams, comparison charts), organizers 

(word web, concept map), evaluation 

organizers (charts, scales), 

categorize/classify organizers (categories, 

tree) relational organizers (fish bone, pie 

chart) 

 

Addresses multiple intelligences 

(instructional strategies) 

transparencies  

 HMS Book Closet 

 

Technology 

 LCD projectors 

 Computer lab 

 www.unitedstreaming.

com 

 www.ridoe.net 

 www.ride.ri.gov/instru

ction/curriculum 

 

 

 

Materials 

 atlas 

 classroom pull-down 

maps 

 globe 

 

School library resources 

 Grade 4 Social 

Studies Curriculum 

Binder 

 

Community 

 

 

 

Multiple  Intelligences assessments 

(e.g. role playing – bodily kinesthetic, 

graphic organizing – visual, 

collaboration- interpersonal, etc. ) 

 

Oral presentations 

 
Research project 

 

Reading Strategies: before, during 

and after   
 Fact and opinion 

 Cause and effect 

 Summarizing 

 Main idea – supporting details 

 Text structure 

 Graphic sources 

 Author’s purpose 

 Compare/contrast 

 Making judgments 

 Authors viewpoint/point of view 

 Question 

 Predict 

 Visualizing 

 Inferring 

 Determining importance 

 Synthesizing 

 Paraphrasing 

 

Tests/quizzes 

 
Written responses e.g. 

 Responding to literary and 

informational text 

 Informational writing – report 

(W-4)   

 Summaries, article writing, 

letters 

http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.ridoe.net/
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
Uses Suchman Model of Inquiry (use with 

Picturing America) 

 emotions 

 facts 

 wonderings 

 connections 
 

 

 

 

 

TOPIC 3 - The 

History of the 

United States: 

Democratic 

Principles and 

Values and the 

People from Many 

Cultures Who 

Contributed to Its 

Cultural, Economic, 

and Political 
Heritage  
 

3.1 How democratic 

values came to 

be, and how 

they have been 

exemplified by 

people, events, 

and symbols. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The student understands how the United States 

government was formed and of the nation's 

basic democratic principles set forth in the 

Declaration of Independence and the 

Constitution by: (4A) 

 

GSEs: 
 C & G 2 (3-4)-1b, 2-2 a, b 

 C & G 3(3-4)-1 a, b 

 C & G 3(3-4)-2 a, b, c 

 

 

 

3.1.1 Explaining that the U.S. government was 

formed by English colonists who fought 

for independence from England. [Explain 
causes and consequences]  Reading 

Essentials:  The Northeast, chapter 2, 

“We the People” 

 

3.1.2 Identifying and explaining the basic 

principles that Americans set forth in 

the documents that declared the nation's 

independence from England (the 

Declaration of Independence) and that 

created the new nation's government 

(U.S. Constitution). [Demonstrate and 
explain the influence of ideas] trade 

book Reading Essentials:  The Northeast, 

chapter 2, “We the People” 

DISTRICT INITIATIVES  & 

RESEARCH 

 

Applies Principles of Learning 

(POL) ©  

 organizing for effort 

 clear expectations 

 fair and credible 

evaluations 

 recognition of 

accomplishment 

 academic rigor 

 accountable talk 

 socializing intelligence 

 self-management of 

learning 

 learning as 

apprenticeship 

 

Differentiates instruction by 

varying the content, process, 

and product and implementing  

 tiered assignments 

 jigsawing 

 pre/post assessments 

 anchoring 

 think/pair/share 

 cubing, etc.  

 

Supplementary 

books/material 

 Reading Essentials:  

The Northeast 

 “We The People” 

 National Geographic 

Map Essentials, grade 

4 

 Harcourt Brace Socail 

Studies States and 

Regions pp.90-93 

 (Harcourt Brace 

Social Studies – 

States and Regions 

pp. 94-95) 

  (Harcourt Brace 

Social Studies – 

States and Regions 

Activity book pp. 13-

14) 

 Time for Kids 
 National Geographic 
 Picture Book overhead 

transparencies  

 Picturing America,  

 Paul Revere 

1768  The 

Midnight Ride 

of Paul 

STANDARDIZED  AND REQUIRED 

 

SUGGESTED 
 

Anecdotal records 

 

Exhibits 

 

Graphic organizers 

 

Interviews 

 

Journals  

 

Multiple  Intelligences assessments 

(e.g. role playing – bodily kinesthetic, 

graphic organizing – visual, 

collaboration- interpersonal, etc. ) 

 

Oral presentations 
 

Research project 

 

Reading Strategies: before, during 

and after   
 Fact and opinion 

 Cause and effect 

 Summarizing 

 Main idea – supporting details 

 Text structure 

 Graphic sources 
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What things help 
unite or bring 

together all the 
people living in one 

country? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.3 Explaining the importance of the basic 

principles of American democracy that 

unify us as a nation:  

 our individual rights to life, liberty, 

and the pursuit of happiness 

 responsibility for the common good 

 equality of opportunity and equal 

protection of the law  

 freedom of speech and religion  

 majority rule with protection for 

minority rights 

 limitations on government, with 

power held by the people and 

delegated by them to their elected 

officials (representative 

government) who are responsible to 

those who elected them to office. 

[Demonstrate and explain the 
influence of ideas]  

 

3.1.4 Describing the U.S. Constitution and Bill 
of Rights and explaining why they are 

important  C & G 2 (3-4)-1b 

 

3.1.5 Identifying and explaining the meaning of 

symbols and national holidays used to 

depict Americans shared democratic 

values, principles, and beliefs (e.g., colors 

of the American flag, Pledge of 

Allegiance, bald eagle, Presidents’ Day, 

Independence Day) C & G 2(3-4)-2 a 

 

3.1.6 Using a variety of sources (e.g., Bill of 
Rights, Declaration of Independence, 

Models historical thinking skills:  

chronological thinking, historical 

comprehension, historical 

analysis and interpretation, 

historical research capabilities, 

and historical issues – analysis 

and decision-making 

 

Provides social studies best 

practices opportunities such as:  

 investigating topics in 

depth  

 exercising choice and 

responsibility by choosing 

their own topics for 

inquiry  

 involving exploration of 

open questions that 

challenge students’ 

thinking 

 involving students in 

active participation in the 

classroom and the wider 

community  

 involving students in both 

independent inquiry and 

cooperative learning  

 involving students in 

reading, writing, 

observing, discussing, and 

debating  

 building upon students’ 

prior knowledge; exploring 

a full range of culture 

Revere, 1931 

 HMS Book Closet 

 

 

 

Technology 

 LCD projectors 

 Computer lab 

 www.unitedstreaming.

com 

 www.ridoe.net 

 www.ride.ri.gov/instru

ction/curriculum 

 www.50states.com  

 

 

 

 

Materials 

 atlas 

 classroom pull-down 

maps 

 globe 

 

School library resources 

Grade 4 resources 

curriculum binder 

 

 

Community 

 

John McNiff, National 

Park Service, presentation 

on Roger Williams   282 

 Author’s purpose 

 Compare/contrast 

 Making judgments 

 Authors viewpoint/point of view 

 Question 

 Predict 

 Visualizing 

 Inferring 

 Determining importance 

 Synthesizing 

 Paraphrasing 

 

Tests/quizzes 

 

Written responses e.g. 

 Responding to literary and 

informational text 

 Informational writing – report 

(W-4)   

 

http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.ridoe.net/
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
http://www.50states.com/
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

trade books, picture books, songs, 

artwork) to illustrate the basic values 

and principles of democracy (e.g.,  Statue 

of Liberty represents freedom, 

Independent Man on State House 

represents individual rights, E Pluribus 
Unum represents national unity, This 
Land is Your Land represents respect for 

diversity)  C & G 2(3-4)-2 b 

 

3.1.7 Exhibiting respect for self, parents, 

teachers, authority figures (police, fire, 

doctors, community leaders), and others, 

and demonstrating an understanding of 

others’ points of view  C & G 3(3-4)-1 a 

 

3.1.8 Using a variety of sources (e.g., primary 

sources, secondary sources, literature, 

videos) to provide examples of 

individuals’ and groups’ rights and 

responsibilities (e.g., justice, equality, 

and diversity) C & G 3(3-4)-1 b 

 

3.1.9 Demonstrating and explaining how 

personal choices can affect rights, 

responsibilities and privileges of self and 

others (e.g., bullying, breaking rules, 

intruding on others’ space, interference 

with others’ rights to learn)C & G 3(3-4)-2 a 

 

3.1.10 Working cooperatively in a group, 

demonstrating individual/personal 

accountability (e.g., dividing 

responsibilities, taking on individual 

found in America  

 

Facilitates the use of graphic 

organizers:  sequence organizers  

(chains, cycle), concept 

development (mind map), 

compare/contrast organizers 

(Venn diagrams, comparison 

charts), organizers (word web, 

concept map), evaluation 

organizers (charts, scales), 

categorize/classify organizers 

(categories, tree) relational 

organizers (fish bone, pie chart) 

 

Addresses multiple intelligences 

(instructional strategies) 

 

Uses Suchman Model of Inquiry 

(use with Picturing America) 

 emotions 

 facts 

 wonderings 

 connections 

North Main St. Prov. RI 

02903   521-7224, 

John_McNiff@nps.gov   

(grade 3)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:John_McNiff@nps.gov
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

What historic 
figures have 

demonstrated the 
values and principles 

of American 
democracy? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

roles) to complete a task (e.g., in-class 

group projects, civic or community 

activities, school-wide groups or clubs 

working toward a common goal) C & G 

3(3-4)-2  b 

 

3.1.11 Explaining different ways conflicts can 

be  resolved, how conflicts and 

resolutions can affect people, and 

describing the resolution of conflicts by 

the courts or other authorities  C & G 

3(3-4)-2 c 

 

The student understands historic figures who 

have exemplified values and principles of 

American democracy by: (4C) 

 

GSEs: 
 C & G 4(3-4)-1a, 

 C & G 4(3-4)-2a 

 C & G 4(3-4)-3 a 

 C & G 4(3-4)-3b  

 

3.1.12 Identifying historical figures (e.g. grade 

3 Roger Williams, Anne Hutchins, etc. 

grade 4 Benjamin Franklin, Abraham 

Lincoln, etc.) who believed in the 

fundamental democratic values such as 

justice, truth, equality, the rights of the 

individual, and responsibility for the 

common good, and explain their 

significance in their historical context 

and today. [Assess the importance of the 
individual in history]   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picturing America,  

 George 

Washington 

(Landsdowne 

Portrait), 179 

 Washington 

Crossing the 

Delaware, 1851 

 Benjamin 

Franklin, 1862 
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
 

 

 

 

 

How have historic 
figures in the U.S. 

advanced the rights 
of individuals and 

promoted the 
common good? 

 
How can civic 

participation affect 
the common good?  

(e.g. student council, 
classroom voting) 

 

How does 
government help 
unite the people? 

 
How does 

“classroom” 
government help 

unite us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Reading Essentials:  Northeast, 

chapter 6 Harriet Truman; Midwest, 

chapter 6 Abe Lincoln, Southwest, 

chapter 6 Sandra Day O’Connor 

(Internet research) 

 

3.1.13 Describing how historical figures in the 

United States and other parts of the 

world have advanced the rights of 

individuals and promoted the common 

good, and identify character traits such 

as persistence, problem solving, moral 

responsibility, and respect for others 

that made them successful. [Assess the 
importance of the individual in history]   

 Reading Essentials:  Northeast, 

chapter 6 Harriet Truman; Midwest, 

chapter 6 Abe Lincoln, Southwest, 

chapter 6 Sandra Day O’Connor 

(Internet research, www.50 

states.com) 

 

3.1.14 Identifying forms and levels (e.g., voting 

vs. running for office, organizing a 

meeting vs. attending a meeting) of civic 

participation and how it affects the 

common good (local, state, national, 

world) C & G 4(3-4)-1a 

 

3.1.15 Engaging in a variety of forms of 

participation (e.g., voting, petition, 

survey) and explaining the purpose of 

each form  C & G 4(3-4)-2a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picturing America,  

 The County 

Election, 1852 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.50/
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What U.S. holidays 
celebrate the core 
democratic values 

and principles of this 
nation? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.16 Identifying problems, planning and 

implementing solutions, and evaluating 

the outcomes in the classroom, school, 

community, state, nation, or world (e.g., 

problem of global warming/solutions - 

recycling, energy conservation) C & G 

4(3-4)-3 a 

 
3.1.17 Explaining how individuals can take 

responsibility for their actions and how 

their actions impact the community  C & 

G 4(3-4)-3b  

 

The student understands events that celebrate 

and exemplify fundamental values and principles 

of American democracy by: (4D) 

 

GSE: 

 

3.1.18 Describing the history of holidays, such 

as the birthday of Martin Luther King 

Jr., Presidents' Day, Memorial Day, the 

Fourth of July, Labor Day, Veterans' Day 

and Thanksgiving, that celebrate the 

core democratic values and principles of 

this nation. [Demonstrate and explain the 
influence of ideas]   

 

The student understands national symbols 

through which American values and principles are 

expressed by: (4E) 

 
GSE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picturing America,  

 Freedom of 

Speech, The 

Saturday Evening 

Post, 1943 

 Selma to 

Montgomery 

March for Voting 

Rights in 1965, 

1965 

 Ladder for 

Booker T, 

Washing, 1996 

 Abraham Lincoln, 
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In what ways have 
U.S. citizens 

expressed their 
freedom, e.g. songs, 
poems, monuments, 

sayings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.19 Describing the history of American 

symbols such as the eagle, the Liberty 

Bell, George Washington as the "father 

of our country," and the national flag. 

[Demonstrate and explain the influence 
of ideas]    (Harcourt Brace Social 

Studies – States and Regions pp. 94-95, 

Activity Book pp 13-14) 

 

3.1.20 Explaining why important buildings, 

statues, and monuments are associated 

with state and national history, such as 

the White House, Lincoln Memorial, 

Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, Angel 

Island, Mt. Rushmore, and veterans 

memorials. [Obtain historical data]   

 

3.1.21 Analyzing the Pledge of Allegiance and 

patriotic songs, poems, and sayings that 

were written long ago to demonstrate 

understanding of their significance. 

[Reconstruct the literal meaning of a 
historical passage]   (Harcourt Brace 

Social Studies – States and Regions pp. 

90-93, Activity Book p. 13) 

 

3.1.22 Analyzing songs, symbols, and slogans 

that demonstrate freedom of expression 

and the role of protest in a democracy. 

[Consider multiple perspectives]  

 

 

 

February 5, 1865 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picturing America,  

 State Capitol, 

Columbus, Ohio 

1838-1861 

 Robert Shaw 

Memorial 1884-

1897 
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
TOPIC 3 - The 

History of the 

United States: 

Democratic 

Principles and 

Values and the 

People from Many 

Cultures Who 

Contributed to Its 

Cultural, Economic, 

and Political 
Heritage  
 

3.2 The causes and 

nature of 

various 

movements of 

large groups of 

people into and 

within the 

United States, 

now, and long 

ago. 

 
 

Why did people from 
other countries 

migrate to America? 

The student understands of the movements of 

large groups of people into his or her own and 

other states in the United States now and long 

ago by: (5) 

 

GSE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2.1 Drawing upon data in historical maps, 

historical narratives, diaries, and/or 

other fiction or nonfiction accounts in 

order to chart various movements 

(westward, northward, and eastward) in 

the United States. [Obtain historical 
data]   

 

3.2.2 Gathering data in order to describe the 

forced relocation of Native Americans 

and how their lives, rights, and 

territories were affected by European 

colonization and the expansion of the 

United States [Obtain historical data]   

 

3.2.3 Drawing upon data from charts, historical 

maps, nonfiction and fiction accounts, and 

interviews in order to describe "through 

their eyes" the experience of immigrant 

groups. Include information such as 

where they came from and why they left, 

DISTRICT INITIATIVES  & RESEARCH 

 

Applies Principles of Learning (POL) ©  

 organizing for effort 

 clear expectations 

 fair and credible evaluations 

 recognition of accomplishment 

 academic rigor 

 accountable talk 

 socializing intelligence 

 self-management of learning 

 learning as apprenticeship 

 

Differentiates instruction by varying the 

content, process, and product and 

implementing  

 tiered assignments 

 jigsawing 

 pre/post assessments 

 anchoring 

 think/pair/share 

 cubing, etc.  

 

Models historical thinking skills:  

chronological thinking, historical 

comprehension, historical analysis and 

interpretation, historical research 

capabilities, and historical issues – analysis 

and decision-making 

 

Provides social studies best practices 

opportunities such as:  

 investigating topics in depth  

 exercising choice and 

responsibility by choosing their 

own topics for inquiry  

 involving exploration of open 

questions that challenge students’ 

thinking 

 involving students in active 

participation in the classroom and 

the wider community  

 involving students in both 

independent inquiry and 

cooperative learnin;  

 involving students in reading, 

Supplementary 

books/material 

 Reading Essentials:   

 Midwest  chapter 3 

 Northeast 

 Southeast chapter 2 

 National Geographic 

Map Essentials, grade 

4 

 Storyworks  
 Time for Kids 
 National Geographic 
 Picture Book overhead 

transparencies  

 Picturing America,  

 Catlin Painting 

the Portait of 

Mah-to-toh-Pa-

Mandan, 1861-

1869 

 “Sana Arc 

Lakota” Ledger 

Book, 1880-1881 

 Mission Nuestra 

Senora de la 

Concepcion 1755 

 Looking Down 

Yosemite Valley, 

California 1865 

 HMS Book Closet 

 

 

 

 

STANDARDIZED  AND REQUIRED 

 

 

SUGGESTED 
 

Anecdotal records 

 

Exhibits 

 

Graphic organizers 

 

Interviews 

 

Journals  

 

Multiple  Intelligences assessments 

(e.g. role playing – bodily kinesthetic, 

graphic organizing – visual, 

collaboration- interpersonal, etc. ) 

 

Oral presentations 

 
Research project 

 

Reading Strategies: before, during 

and after   
 Fact and opinion 

 Cause and effect 

 Summarizing 

 Main idea – supporting details 

 Text structure 

 Graphic sources 

 Author’s purpose 

 Compare/contrast 

 Making judgments 

 Authors viewpoint/point of view 

 Question 

 Predict 



Social Studies Grade 4 
Curriculum Writers:     Carrie Clegg, Kevin Farley, and Christine Waring             

 

SocialStudiesCurBarGrade4  07/17/09                                                                                           Barrington Public Schools                                                                                                                                         12 

TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
travel experiences, ports of entry and 

immigration screening, and the 

opportunities and obstacles they 

encountered when they arrived in 

America. [Appreciate historical 
perspectives]  Reading Essentials:  

Northeast, chapter 3; Midwest, chapter 

3 

 

3.2.4 Identifying reasons why groups such as 

freed African Americans, Mexican and 

Puerto Rican migrant workers, and Dust 

Bowl farm families migrated to various 

parts of the country. [Consider multiple 
perspectives ] Reading Essentials: 

Southwest and West chapter 2 

 

 

writing, observing, discussing, and 

debating  

 building upon students’ prior 

knowledge; exploring a full range 

of culture found in America  

 

Facilitates the use of graphic organizers:  

sequence organizers  (chains, cycle), 

concept development (mind map), 

compare/contrast organizers (Venn 

diagrams, comparison charts), organizers 

(word web, concept map), evaluation 

organizers (charts, scales), 

categorize/classify organizers (categories, 

tree) relational organizers (fish bone, pie 

chart) 

 

Addresses multiple intelligences 

(instructional strategies) 

 

Uses Suchman Model of Inquiry (use with 

Picturing America) 

 emotions 

 facts 

 wonderings 

 connections 

Technology 

 LCD projectors 

 Computer lab 

 www.unitedstreaming.

com 

 www.ridoe.net 

 www.ride.ri.gov/instru

ction/curriculum 

 

Materials 

 atlas 

 classroom pull-down 

maps 

 globe 

 

School library resources 

Grade 4 resources 

curriculum binder 

 

Community 

 

 

 Visualizing 

 Inferring 

 Determining importance 

 Synthesizing 

 Paraphrasing 

o  

 

Tests/quizzes 

 

Written responses e.g. 

 Responding to literary and 

informational text 

 Informational writing – report 

(W-4)   

 

3.  TOPIC 3 - The 

History of the 

United States: 

Democratic 

Principles and 

Values and the 

People from Many 

Cultures Who 

Contributed to Its 

Cultural, Economic, 

and Political 
Heritage  

The student understands folklore and other 

cultural contributions from various regions of 

the United States and how they help to form a 

national heritage by: (6A) 

 
GSE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRICT INITIATIVES  & 

RESEARCH 
 

Applies Principles of Learning (POL) ©  

 organizing for effort 

 clear expectations 

 fair and credible evaluations 

 recognition of accomplishment 

 academic rigor 

 accountable talk 

 socializing intelligence 

 self-management of learning 

 learning as apprenticeship 

 

Differentiates instruction by varying the 

content, process, and product and 

Supplementary 

books/material 

 

 American Folktales 

and Legends 

 National Geographic 

Map Essentials, grade 

4 

 Time for Kids 
 National Geographic 
 Picture Book overhead 

transparencies  

STANDARDIZED  AND REQUIRED 

 

SUGGESTED 
 

Anecdotal records 

 

Exhibits 

 

Graphic organizers 

 

Interviews 

 

http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.ridoe.net/
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
3.3. Regional 

folklore and 

cultural 

contributions 

that helped to 

form our 

national 

heritage. 

 

 

 

 

How have regional 
folk heroes, stories, 

songs, etc. 
demonstrated the 

life styles, struggles, 
and beliefs of people 
in various regions of 

our country? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.1 Describing regional folk heroes (e.g. John 

Henry/Scott Foresman Anthology), 

stories, or songs that have contributed 

to the development of the cultural 

history of the U.S. [ Read historical 
narratives imaginatively] American Tall 

Tales, Mary Poor Osborne 

 

3.3.2 Drawing upon a variety of stories, 

legends, songs, ballads, games, and tall 

tales in order to describe the 

environment, lifestyles, beliefs, and 

struggles of people in various regions of 

the country. [ Read historical narratives 
imaginatively] American Folktales and 

Legends 

 

3.3.3 Examining art, crafts, music, and 

language of people from a variety of 

regions long ago and describe their 

influence on the nation. [Draw upon visual 
and other historical data ]  

 

 

 

implementing  

 tiered assignments 

 jigsawing 

 pre/post assessments 

 anchoring 

 think/pair/share 

 cubing, etc.  

 

Models historical thinking skills:  

chronological thinking, historical 

comprehension, historical analysis and 

interpretation, historical research 

capabilities, and historical issues – analysis 

and decision-making 

 

Provides social studies best practices 

opportunities such as:  

 investigating topics in depth  

 exercising choice and 

responsibility by choosing their 

own topics for inquiry;  

 involving exploration of open 

questions that challenge students’ 

thinking 

 involving students in active 

participation in the classroom and 

the wider community  

 involving students in both 

independent inquiry and 

cooperative learnin;  

 involving students in reading, 

writing, observing, discussing, and 

debating  

 building upon students’ prior 

knowledge; exploring a full range 

of culture found in America  

 

Facilitates the use of graphic organizers:  

sequence organizers  (chains, cycle), 

concept development (mind map), 

compare/contrast organizers (Venn 

diagrams, comparison charts), organizers 

(word web, concept map), evaluation 

organizers (charts, scales), 

categorize/classify organizers (categories, 

tree) relational organizers (fish bone, pie 

 HMS Book Closet 

 Picturing America,  

 Quilts:  19th – 

20th centuries 

 The Migration 

Series, no 57, 

1940-1941 

 The Dove, 1964 

 

Technology 

 LCD projectors 

 Computer lab 

 www.unitedstreaming.

com 

 www.ridoe.net 

 www.ride.ri.gov/instru

ction/curriculum 

 

 

 

 

Materials 

 atlas 

 classroom pull-down 

maps 

 globe 

 

School library resources 

 Grade 4 resources 

curriculum binder 

 

Community 

 

 

Journals  

 

Multiple  Intelligences assessments 

(e.g. role playing – bodily kinesthetic, 

graphic organizing – visual, 

collaboration- interpersonal, etc. ) 

 

Oral presentations 

 
Research project 

 

Reading Strategies: before, during 

and after   
 Fact and opinion 

 Cause and effect 

 Summarizing 

 Main idea – supporting details 

 Text structure 

 Graphic sources 

 Author’s purpose 

 Compare/contrast 

 Making judgments 

 Authors viewpoint/point of view 

 Question 

 Predict 

 Visualizing 

 Inferring 

 Determining importance 

 Synthesizing 

 Paraphrasing 

o  

 

Tests/quizzes 

 

Written responses e.g. 

 Responding to literary and 

informational text 

 Informational writing – report 

(W-4)   

http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.ridoe.net/
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
chart) 

 

Addresses multiple intelligences 

(instructional strategies) 

 
Uses Suchman Model of Inquiry (use with 

Picturing America) 

 emotions 

 facts 

 wonderings 

 connections 
 

 

 

4.  TOPIC – 4 The 

History of Peoples 

of Many Cultures 

Around the World 

 

 

 

4.1 Selected 

attributes and 

historical 

developments 

of various 

societies in 

Africa, the 

Americas, Asia, 

and Europe.   

 

How does geography 
affect society? 

 
How do current 

events around the 
world affect our 

lives? 

The student understands the cultures and 

historical developments of selected societies in 

such places as Africa, the Americas, Asia, and 

Europe by: (7A) 

GSEs: 
 C & G 5(3-4)-1 a,b 

 C & G 5(3-4)-3a 

 C & G 5(3-4)-2a 

 

4.1.1 Investigating the ways historians learn 

about the past if there are no written 

records. [Compare records from the 
past]  storytelling and drawings 

 

4.1.2 Describing the effects geography has 

had on societies, including their 

development of urban centers, food, 

clothing, industry, agriculture, shelter, 

trade, and other aspects of culture. 

[Draw upon historical maps]  Reading 

Essentials:  Northeast chapters 1 & 2 

 

4.1.3 Illustrating or retelling the main ideas in 

folktales, legends, myths, and stories of 

heroism that disclose the history and 

traditions of various cultures. 

DISTRICT INITIATIVES  & 

RESEARCH 

 

Applies Principles of Learning 

(POL) ©  

 organizing for effort 

 clear expectations 

 fair and credible 

evaluations 

 recognition of 

accomplishment 

 academic rigor 

 accountable talk 

 socializing intelligence 

 self-management of 

learning 

 learning as 

apprenticeship 

 

Differentiates instruction by 

varying the content, process, 

and product and implementing  

 tiered assignments 

 jigsawing 

 pre/post assessments 

Supplementary 

books/material 

 

 Reading Essentials: 

Northeast chapters 1 

& 2 

West chapter 2 

Midwest chapter 2 

 American Folktales & 

Legends, Mary Pope 

Osborne 

 National Geographic 

Travel  Across 

America, Southwest, 

chapter 3 

 National Geographic 

Map Essentials, grade 

4 

 Time for Kids 
 National Geographic 
 Picture Book overhead 

transparencies  

 HMS Book Closet 

 

Technology 

STANDARDIZED  AND REQUIRED 

 

SUGGESTED 
 

Anecdotal records 

 

Exhibits 

 

Graphic organizers 

 

Interviews 

 

Journals  

 

Multiple  Intelligences assessments 

(e.g. role playing – bodily kinesthetic, 

graphic organizing – visual, 

collaboration- interpersonal, etc. ) 

 

Oral presentations 
 

Research project 

 

Reading Strategies: before, during 

and after   



Social Studies Grade 4 
Curriculum Writers:     Carrie Clegg, Kevin Farley, and Christine Waring             

 

SocialStudiesCurBarGrade4  07/17/09                                                                                           Barrington Public Schools                                                                                                                                         15 

TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Reconstruct the literal meaning of a 
historical passage ]  American Tall Tails,, 

Mary Pope Osborne  

 

4.1.4 Describing life in urban areas and 

communities of various cultures of the 

world at various times in their history. 

[Obtain historical data]   National 

Geographic Travel  Across America, 

Southwest, chapter 3 
 

4.1.5 Explaining how current events around the 

world affect our lives (e.g., trade, war, 

conflict-resolution, global warming) C & G 

5(3-4)-1 a 

 

4.1.6 Locating where different nations are in 

the world in relation to the United 

States (e.g., related to current events, 

literature, trade books) C & G 5(3-4)-1,b 

 

4.1.7 Listing and explaining the pros and cons 

of personal and organizational (e.g., 

businesses, governments, other groups) 

decisions (e.g., donations to global 

charities)  C & G 5(3-4)-3a 

 

4.1.8 Exploring current issues using a variety 

of print and non-print sources (e.g.,  

Where does our food come from and 
what happens if there is a drought?) C & 

G 5(3-4)-2a 

 

 

 

 anchoring 

 think/pair/share 

 cubing, etc.  

 

Models historical thinking skills:  

chronological thinking, historical 

comprehension, historical 

analysis and interpretation, 

historical research capabilities, 

and historical issues – analysis 

and decision-making 

 

Provides social studies best 

practices opportunities such as:  

 investigating topics in 

depth  

 exercising choice and 

responsibility by choosing 

their own topics for 

inquiry  

 involving exploration of 

open questions that 

challenge students’ 

thinking 

 involving students in 

active participation in the 

classroom and the wider 

community  

 involving students in both 

independent inquiry and 

cooperative learning  

 involving students in 

reading, writing, 

observing, discussing, and 

 LCD projectors 

 Computer lab 

 www.unitedstreaming.

com 

 www.ridoe.net 

 www.ride.ri.gov/instru

ction/curriculum 

 

 

Materials 

 atlas 

 classroom pull-down 

maps 

 globe 

 

School library resources 

 Grade 4 resources 

curriculum binder 

 

 

Community 

 

 

 Fact and opinion 

 Cause and effect 

 Summarizing 

 Main idea – supporting details 

 Text structure 

 Graphic sources 

 Author’s purpose 

 Compare/contrast 

 Making judgments 

 Authors viewpoint/point of view 

 Question 

 Predict 

 Visualizing 

 Inferring 

 Determining importance 

 Synthesizing 

 Paraphrasing 

o  

 

Tests/quizzes 

 

Written responses e.g. 

 Responding to literary and 

informational text 

 Informational writing – report 

(W-4)   

 

http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.ridoe.net/
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
The student understands great world movements 

of people now and long ago by: (7B) 

 

GSE: 

 

 

4.1.9 Drawing upon historical narratives to 

identify early explorers and world 

travelers, such as Lewis and Clark, Vitus 

Berring,  and  Christopher Columbus, and 

to describe the knowledge gained from 

their journeys. [ Read historical 
narratives imaginatively]   Reading 

Essentials:  The West, chapter 2; 

Midwest chapter 2, p. 11-14 

 

debating  

 building upon students’ 

prior knowledge; exploring 

a full range of culture 

found in America  

 

Facilitates the use of graphic 

organizers:  sequence organizers  

(chains, cycle), concept 

development (mind map), 

compare/contrast organizers 

(Venn diagrams, comparison 

charts), organizers (word web, 

concept map), evaluation 

organizers (charts, scales), 

categorize/classify organizers 

(categories, tree) relational 

organizers (fish bone, pie chart) 

 

Addresses multiple intelligences 

(instructional strategies) 
 

Uses Suchman Model of Inquiry 

(use with Picturing America) 

 emotions 

 facts 

 wonderings 

 connections 

 

TOPIC – 4 The 

History of Peoples 

of Many Cultures 

Around the World 

 

 

The student understands the development of 

technological innovations, the major scientists 

and inventors associated with them and their 

social and economic effects by: (8A) 

 

 

DISTRICT INITIATIVES  & 

RESEARCH 

 

 

 

 

Supplementary 

books/material 

 Reading Essentials:  

Northeast 

Midwest 

Southwest 

STANDARDIZED  AND REQUIRED 

 

SUGGESTED 
 

Anecdotal records 
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
 

 

 

4.2 Major 

discoveries in 

science and 

technology, 

their social and 

economic 

effects, and 

the scientists 

and inventors 

responsible for 

them.   

 

 
How did 

technological 
advancements of the 

19th century 
influence lives of 

America? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GSE: 

 

 

4.2.1 Identifying and describing various 

technological developments to control 

fire, water, wind, and soil, and to utilize 

natural resources such as trees, coal, oil, 

and gas in order to satisfy the basic 

human needs for food, water, clothing, 

and shelter. [Obtain historical data ]  
(grades 3-4) Reading Essentials:  

Northeast, Midwest, Southwest, West, 

chapter 4 

 

4.2.2 Identifying and describing technological 

inventions (Slater Mill grade 3) and 

developments that evolved during the 

19th century and the influence of these 

changes on the lives of workers. [ 
Demonstrate and explain the influence of 
ideas] Reading Essentials:  Northeast, 

Midwest, Southwest, West, chapter 4, 

Harcourt Brace Activity Book p. 41 from 

Crop to Closet 

 

4.2.3 Identifying and describing the 

significant achievements of important 

scientists and inventors. [ Assess the 
importance of the individual in history]  

Reading Essential:  Northeast chapter 6 

Edison, Midwest – Wright Brothers;; 

“What is the Big Idea Ben Franklin,”   

 

 

Applies Principles of Learning 

(POL) ©  

 organizing for effort 

 clear expectations 

 fair and credible 

evaluations 

 recognition of 

accomplishment 

 academic rigor 

 accountable talk 

 socializing intelligence 

 self-management of 

learning 

 learning as 

apprenticeship 

 

Differentiates instruction by 

varying the content, process, 

and product and implementing  

 tiered assignments 

 jigsawing 

 pre/post assessments 

 anchoring 

 think/pair/share 

 cubing, etc.  

 

Models historical thinking skills:  

chronological thinking, historical 

comprehension, historical 

analysis and interpretation, 

historical research capabilities, 

and historical issues – analysis 

and decision-making 

 

 West, 

 “What is the Big Idea 

Ben Franklin,”   

 National Geographic 

Map Essentials, grade 

4 

 Harcourt Brace Social 

Studies States and 

Regions , p. 404-409 

  Activity Book p. 59 

 Time for Kids 
 National Geographic 
 Picture Book overhead 

transparencies  

 HMS Book Closet 

 Picturing America,  

 Portrait of a Boy, 

1890 

 American 

Landscape, 1930 

 The Chrysler 

Building, 1926-

1930 

 House by the 

Railroad, 1925 

 

Technology 

 LCD projectors 

 Computer lab 

 www.unitedstreaming.

com 

 www.ridoe.net 

 www.ride.ri.gov/instru

ction/curriculum 

Exhibits 

 

Graphic organizers 

 

Interviews 

 

Journals  

 

Multiple  Intelligences assessments 

(e.g. role playing – bodily kinesthetic, 

graphic organizing – visual, 

collaboration- interpersonal, etc. ) 

 

Oral presentations 
 

Research project 

 

Reading Strategies: before, during 

and after   
 Fact and opinion 

 Cause and effect 

 Summarizing 

 Main idea – supporting details 

 Text structure 

 Graphic sources 

 Author’s purpose 

 Compare/contrast 

 Making judgments 

 Authors viewpoint/point of view 

 Question 

 Predict 

 Visualizing 

 Inferring 

 Determining importance 

 Synthesizing 

 Paraphrasing 

o  

 

Tests/quizzes 

http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.ridoe.net/
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student understands changes in 

transportation and their effects by: (8B) 

 

GSE: 

 

 

4.2.4 Tracing the developments in rail 

transportation beginning in the 19th 

century and the effects of national 

systems of railroad transport on the 

lives of people. [Reconstruct patterns of 
historical succession and duration ]  
(grades 3-4)  Reading Essentials:  The 

West, chapter 2, p.18,  Harcourt Brace 

Social Studies States and Regions , p. 

404-409, Activity Book p. 59 

 

4.2.5 Identifying and describing the people 

who have made significant contributions 

in the field of transportation, e.g. Amelia 

Earhart, Henry Ford, Wright Brothers[ 
Assess the importance of the individual 
in history]  Reading Essentials:  The 

Midwest chapter 6, Earhart, Lindburgh, 

Wright Brothers    

 

The student understands changes in 

communication and their effects by: (8C) 

 

GSE: 

 

 

 

 

Provides social studies best 

practices opportunities such as:  

 investigating topics in 

depth  

 exercising choice and 

responsibility by choosing 

their own topics for 

inquiry  

 involving exploration of 

open questions that 

challenge students’ 

thinking 

 involving students in 

active participation in the 

classroom and the wider 

community  

 involving students in both 

independent inquiry and 

cooperative learning;  

 involving students in 

reading, writing, 

observing, discussing, and 

debatin  

 building upon students’ 

prior knowledge; exploring 

a full range of culture 

found in America  

 

Facilitates the use of graphic 

organizers:  sequence organizers  

(chains, cycle), concept 

development (mind map), 

compare/contrast organizers 

(Venn diagrams, comparison 

 

 

 

Materials 

 atlas 

 classroom pull-down 

maps 

 globe 

 

School library resources 

 Grade 4 resources 

curriculum binder 

 

 

Community 

 

 

 

Written responses e.g. 

 Responding to literary and 

informational text 

 Informational writing – report 

(W-4)   
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
How has 

communication 
changed over time?  

How has this 
affected people? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4.2.6 Illustrating the origins and changes in 

methods of writing over time and 

describe how the changes made 

communication between people more 

effective. e.g. pictographs, petrographs 

(Reading Essentials, The West [ Obtain 
historical data]   

 

4.2.7 Identifying and describing the people 

(e.g.  A.G. Bell.) who have made 

significant contributions in the field of 

communication. [Assess the importance 
of the individual]  

 

 

charts), organizers (word web, 

concept map), evaluation 

organizers (charts, scales), 

categorize/classify organizers 

(categories, tree) relational 

organizers (fish bone, pie chart) 

Addresses multiple intelligences 

(instructional strategies) 

 

Uses Suchman Model of Inquiry 

(use with Picturing America) 

 emotions 

 facts 

 wonderings 

 connections 

 

5  National 

Geography 

Standards:  The 

World in Spatial 

Terms 

 

 Standard  1: 

5.1 Knows and 

understands 

how to use maps 

and other 

geographic 

representations

, tools, and 

technologies to 

acquire, 

process, and 

report 

For each region/continent study, the  student 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.1.1 Knows and can identify the five regions 

of the U.S, North America and South 

America  

 Northeast 

 Southeast 

  Midwest 

 Southwest 

 West 

 

5.1.2 Uses map grids (e.g. latitude and 

longitude) to plot absolute location 

DISTRICT INITIATIVES  & RESEARCH 

 

Applies Principles of Learning (POL) ©  

 organizing for effort 

 clear expectations 

 fair and credible evaluations 

 recognition of accomplishment 

 academic rigor 

 accountable talk 

 socializing intelligence 

 self-management of learning 

 learning as apprenticeship 

 

Differentiates instruction by varying the 

content, process, and product and 

implementing  

 tiered assignments 

 jigsawing 

 pre/post assessments 

 anchoring 

 think/pair/share 

 cubing, etc.  

 

Models historical thinking skills:  

chronological thinking, historical 

Supplementary 

books/material 

 Reading Essentials:  

Northeast 

Midwest 

Southwest 

 West, 

 National Geographic 

Map Essentials, grade 

4 

 Time for Kids 
 National Geographic 
 Picture Book overhead 

transparencies  

 HMS Book Closet 

 

 

 

STANDARDIZED  AND REQUIRED 

 

SUGGESTED 
 

Anecdotal records 

 

Exhibits 

 

Graphic organizers 

 

Interviews 

 

Journals  

 

Multiple  Intelligences assessments (e.g. role 

playing – bodily kinesthetic, graphic organizing – 

visual, collaboration- interpersonal, etc. ) 

 

Oral presentations 
 

Research project 

 

Reading Strategies: before, during 

and after   
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard # 2 

5.2 Knows and 

understands 

how to use 

mental maps to 

organize 

information 

about people, 

places, and 

environments 

 

Standard # 3 

5.3 Knows and 

understands 

how to analyze 

the spatial 

organization of 

people, places, 

and 

environments on 

Earth’s surface. 

 

5.1.3 Knows elements of maps, globes  e.g.  

 title 

  legend 

 intermediate and cardinal direction 

 scale  

 parallels 

  

 

5.2.1 Knows major physical and human features 

of places as they are represented on 

maps and globes (e.g. fire stations, 

largest cities,  rivers, lakes, wetlands, 

historic sites, and land forms) 

 

5.2.2 Can locate major cities in North America 

on a map 
 

 

 

5.3.1 Understands the spatial organization of 

places through such concepts as location, 

distance, direction, scale, and regions  

 

comprehension, historical analysis and 

interpretation, historical research 

capabilities, and historical issues – analysis 

and decision-making 

 

Provides social studies best practices 

opportunities such as:  

 investigating topics in depth  

 exercising choice and 

responsibility by choosing their 

own topics for inquiry  

 involving exploration of open 

questions that challenge students’ 

thinking 

 involving students in active 

participation in the classroom and 

the wider community  

 involving students in both 

independent inquiry and 

cooperative learning  

 involving students in reading, 

writing, observing, discussing, and 

debating  

 building upon students’ prior 

knowledge; exploring a full range 

of culture found in America  

 

Facilitates the use of graphic organizers:  

sequence organizers  (chains, cycle), 

concept development (mind map), 

compare/contrast organizers (Venn 

diagrams, comparison charts), organizers 

(word web, concept map), evaluation 

organizers (charts, scales), 

categorize/classify organizers (categories, 

tree) relational organizers (fish bone, pie 

chart) 

 

Addresses multiple intelligences 

(instructional strategies) 

 

Uses Suchman Model of Inquiry (use with 

Picturing America) 

 emotions 

 facts 

 wonderings 

 

Technology 

 LCD projectors 

 Computer lab 

 www.unitedstreaming.

com 

 www.ridoe.net 

 www.ride.ri.gov/instru

ction/curriculum 

 

 

 

 

Materials 

 National Geographic 

U.S. Atlas 

 classroom pull-down 

maps 

 globe 

 

School library resources 

 Grade 4 resources 

curriculum binder 

 

 

Community 

 
 

 Fact and opinion 

 Cause and effect 

 Summarizing 

 Main idea – supporting details 

 Text structure 

 Graphic sources 

 Author’s purpose 

 Compare/contrast 

 Making judgments 

 Authors viewpoint/point of view 

 Question 

 Predict 

 Visualizing 

 Inferring 

 Determining importance 

 Synthesizing 

 Paraphrasing 

o  

 

Tests/quizzes 

 

Written responses e.g. 

 Responding to literary and informational text 

 Informational writing – report (W-4)   

 

http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.ridoe.net/
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
 connections 

National Geography 

Standards:  Places 

and Regions  

 

Standard # 4 

5.4 Knows and 

understand

s the 

physical 

and human 

characteris

tics of 

places. 

 
 

How can the physical 
features of a place 
affect its growth? 

For each region/continent study, the  student 

 

 

 

5.4.1 Knows how the characteristics of places 

are shaped by physical and human 

processes e.g.: 

 effects of agriculture on changing land 

use and vegetation 

 relationship of population distribution 

to land forms, climate, vegetation, or 

resources 

 ridge and valley patterns of Appalachian 

DISTRICT INITIATIVES  & RESEARCH 

 

Applies Principles of Learning (POL) ©  

 organizing for effort 

 clear expectations 

 fair and credible evaluations 

 recognition of accomplishment 

 academic rigor 

 accountable talk 

 socializing intelligence 

 self-management of learning 

 learning as apprenticeship 

 

Differentiates instruction by varying the 

content, process, and product and 

implementing  

 tiered assignments 

 jigsawing 

 pre/post assessments 

 anchoring 

 think/pair/share 

 cubing, etc.  

 

Models historical thinking skills:  

chronological thinking, historical 

comprehension, historical analysis and 

interpretation, historical research 

capabilities, and historical issues – analysis 

and decision-making 

 

Provides social studies best practices 

opportunities such as:  

 investigating topics in depth  

 exercising choice and 

responsibility by choosing their 

own topics for inquiry  

 involving exploration of open 

Supplementary books/material 

 Reading Essentials:  

Northeast 

Midwest 

Southwest 

 West, 

 National Geographic Map 

Essentials, grade 4 

 Time for Kids 
 National Geographic 
 Picture Book overhead 

transparencies  

 HMS Book Closet 

 Picture America 

 Brooklyn Bridge, New 

York, 1929 

 

 

 

Technology 

 LCD projectors 

 Computer lab 

 www.unitedstreaming.com 

 www.ridoe.net 

 www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/c

urriculum 

 

 

Materials 

 National Geographic U.S. 

Atlas 

 classroom pull-down maps 

 globe 

 

School library resources 

 Grade 4 resources curriculum 

binder 

STANDARDIZED  AND REQUIRED 

 

SUGGESTED 
 

Anecdotal records 

 

Exhibits 

 

Graphic organizers 

 

Interviews 

 

Journals  

 

Multiple  Intelligences assessments (e.g. role 

playing – bodily kinesthetic, graphic organizing – 

visual, collaboration- interpersonal, etc. ) 

 

Oral presentations 
 

Research project, e.g.  Native American ,plaster 

mask, body backboard, I’m from Poem 

 

Research project 

 

Reading Strategies: before, during 

and after   
 Fact and opinion 

 Cause and effect 

 Summarizing 

 Main idea – supporting details 

 Text structure 

 Graphic sources 

 Author’s purpose 

 Compare/contrast 

 Making judgments 

http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.ridoe.net/
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
questions that challenge students’ 

thinking 

 involving students in active 

participation in the classroom and 

the wider community  

 involving students in both 

independent inquiry and 

cooperative learning  

 involving students in reading, 

writing, observing, discussing, and 

debating  

 building upon students’ prior 

knowledge; exploring a full range 

of culture found in America  

 

Facilitates the use of graphic organizers:  

sequence organizers  (chains, cycle), 

concept development (mind map), 

compare/contrast organizers (Venn 

diagrams, comparison charts), organizers 

(word web, concept map), evaluation 

organizers (charts, scales), 

categorize/classify organizers (categories, 

tree) relational organizers (fish bone, pie 

chart) 

 

Addresses multiple intelligences 

(instructional strategies) 

 

Uses Suchman Model of Inquiry (use with 

Picturing America) 

 emotions 

 facts 

 wonderings 

 connections 

 

 

 

Community 

 

 

 Authors viewpoint/point of view 

 Question 

 Predict 

 Visualizing 

 Inferring 

 Determining importance 

 Synthesizing 

 Paraphrasing 

 

Tests/quizzes 

 

Written responses e.g. 

 Responding to literary and informational text 

 Informational writing – report (W-4)   

 

 

 

 

Standard #5 

5.5 Knows and 

understand

s that 

For each region/continent study, the  student 

 

 

 

5.5.1 Can identify the characteristics of the 

five regions in U.S. e.g. 

 land form 

DISTRICT INITIATIVES  & RESEARCH 

 

Applies Principles of Learning (POL) ©  

 organizing for effort 

 clear expectations 

 fair and credible evaluations 

 recognition of accomplishment 

 academic rigor 

 accountable talk 

 socializing intelligence 

Supplementary books/material 

 Reading Essentials:  

Northeast 

Midwest 

Southwest 

 West, 

 National Geographic Map 

Essentials, grade 4 
 Time for Kids 

STANDARDIZED  AND REQUIRED 

 

SUGGESTED 
 

Anecdotal records 

 

Exhibits 

 

Graphic organizers 
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
people 

create 

regions to 

interpret 

Earth’s 

complexity 

 

 climate 

 vegetation 

 wildlife 

 shopping 

 housing 

 manufacturing 

 religion 

 language  Reading Essentials: 

 

5.5.2 Can compare and contrast characteristics 

of different regions 

 

 self-management of learning 

 learning as apprenticeship 

 

Differentiates instruction by varying the 

content, process, and product and 

implementing  

 tiered assignments 

 jigsawing 

 pre/post assessments 

 anchoring 

 think/pair/share 

 cubing, etc.  

 

Models historical thinking skills:  

chronological thinking, historical 

comprehension, historical analysis and 

interpretation, historical research 

capabilities, and historical issues – analysis 

and decision-making 

 

Provides social studies best practices 

opportunities such as:  

 investigating topics in depth;  

 exercising choice and 

responsibility by choosing their 

own topics for inquiry;  

 involving exploration of open 

questions that challenge students’ 

thinking; 

 involving students in active 

participation in the classroom and 

the wider community;  

 involving students in both 

independent inquiry and 

cooperative learning;  

 involving students in reading, 

writing, observing, discussing, and 

debating;  

 building upon students’ prior 

knowledge; exploring a full range 

of culture found in America;  

 

Facilitates the use of graphic organizers:  

sequence organizers  (chains, cycle), 

concept development (mind map), 

compare/contrast organizers (Venn 

 National Geographic 
 Picture Book overhead 

transparencies  

 HMS Book Closet 
 

 

Technology 

 LCD projectors 

 Computer lab 

 www.unitedstreaming.com 

 www.ridoe.net 

 www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/c

urriculum 

 

 

 

 

Materials 

 atlas 

 classroom pull-down maps 

 globe 

 

School library resources 

 Grade 4 resources curriculum 

binder 

 

 

Community 

 

 

Interviews 

 

Journals  

 

Multiple  Intelligences assessments (e.g. role 

playing – bodily kinesthetic, graphic organizing – 

visual, collaboration- interpersonal, etc. ) 

 

Oral presentations 
 

Research project, e.g.  Native American ,plaster 

mask, body backboard, I’m from Poem 

 

Research project 

 

Reading Strategies: before, during and after   

 Fact and opinion 

 Cause and effect 

 Summarizing 

 Main idea – supporting details 

 Text structure 

 Graphic sources 

 Author’s purpose 

 Compare/contrast 

 Making judgments 

 Authors viewpoint/point of view 

 Question 

 Predict 

 Visualizing 

 Inferring 

 Determining importance 

 Synthesizing 

 Paraphrasing 

 

Tests/quizzes 

 

Written responses e.g. 

 Responding to literary and informational text 

 Informational writing – report (W-4)   

 

http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.ridoe.net/
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
diagrams, comparison charts), organizers 

(word web, concept map), evaluation 

organizers (charts, scales), 

categorize/classify organizers (categories, 

tree) relational organizers (fish bone, pie 

chart) 

 

Addresses multiple intelligences 

(instructional strategies) 

 

National Geography 

Standards: Human 

Systems 

   

Standard # 9 

5.9 Knows and 

understands the 

characteristics, 

distribution, 

and migration of 

human 

populations on 

Earth’s surface. 

 

 

Standard 11 

5.11 Knows and 

understands the 

patterns and 

networks of 

economic 

interdependenc

e on Earth’s 

surface 

 

 

 

For each region/continent study, the  student 

 

 

 

 

5.9.1 Understands the varying distribution of 

population (e.g. that population density is 

higher east of the Mississippi River than 

west of it, population density is higher on 

the East Coast and West Coast than in 

the mountains and deserts of the 

western part of the country, few people 

live where it is very dry or very cold) 

 

 

 

5.11.1 Can identify the use of natural 

resources in the local region, state, and 

nation e.g. 

 agriculture 

 mining 

 farming 

 fishing 

 forestry  

and the importance of the national 

resources to the economy to those areas 

National Geographic Map Essentials, 

DISTRICT INITIATIVES  & RESEARCH 

 

Applies Principles of Learning (POL) ©  

 organizing for effort 

 clear expectations 

 fair and credible evaluations 

 recognition of accomplishment 

 academic rigor 

 accountable talk 

 socializing intelligence 

 self-management of learning 

 learning as apprenticeship 

 

Differentiates instruction by varying the 

content, process, and product and 

implementing  

 tiered assignments 

 jigsawing 

 pre/post assessments 

 anchoring 

 think/pair/share 

 cubing, etc.  

 

Models historical thinking skills:  

chronological thinking, historical 

comprehension, historical analysis and 

interpretation, historical research 

capabilities, and historical issues – analysis 

and decision-making 

 

Provides social studies best practices 

opportunities such as:  

 investigating topics in depth;  

 exercising choice and 

responsibility by choosing their 

own topics for inquiry;  

Supplementary books/material 

 Reading Essentials:  

Northeast 

Midwest 

Southwest 

 West, 

 National Geographic Map 

Essentials, grade 4 
 Time for Kids 
 National Geographic 
 Picture Book overhead 

transparencies  

 HMS Book Closet 

 

 

 

Technology 

 LCD projectors 

 Computer lab 

 www.unitedstreaming.com 

 www.ridoe.net 

 www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/c

urriculum 

 

 

 

 

Materials 

 atlas 

 classroom pull-down maps 

 globe 

 

School library resources 

 Grade 4 resources curriculum 

binder 

 

STANDARDIZED  AND REQUIRED 

 

SUGGESTED 
 

Anecdotal records 

 

Exhibits 

 

Graphic organizers 

 

Interviews 

 

Journals  

 

Multiple  Intelligences assessments (e.g. role 

playing – bodily kinesthetic, graphic organizing – 

visual, collaboration- interpersonal, etc. ) 

 

Oral presentations 
 

Research project 

 

Reading Strategies: before, during and after   

 Fact and opinion 

 Cause and effect 

 Summarizing 

 Main idea – supporting details 

 Text structure 

 Graphic sources 

 Author’s purpose 

 Compare/contrast 

 Making judgments 

 Authors viewpoint/point of view 

 Question 

 Predict 

 Visualizing 

http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.ridoe.net/
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
 

 

Standard #12 

5.12 Knows and 

understands the 

process, 

patterns, and 

functions of 

human 

settlement. 

 

 

 

 

chapter 4 

 
5.12.1 Can identify the characteristics and 

location of cities (e.g. location along 

transportation routes, availability of 

resources, continued access to other 

cities and resources) and how cities 

have changed over time (e.g. the 

movement of industry from downtown 

to the edge of cities, suburban changes 

in the shapes of urban areas 

 

 involving exploration of open 

questions that challenge students’ 

thinking; 

 involving students in active 

participation in the classroom and 

the wider community;  

 involving students in both 

independent inquiry and 

cooperative learning;  

 involving students in reading, 

writing, observing, discussing, and 

debating;  

 building upon students’ prior 

knowledge; exploring a full range 

of culture found in America;  

 

Facilitates the use of graphic organizers:  

sequence organizers  (chains, cycle), 

concept development (mind map), 

compare/contrast organizers (Venn 

diagrams, comparison charts), organizers 

(word web, concept map), evaluation 

organizers (charts, scales), 

categorize/classify organizers (categories, 

tree) relational organizers (fish bone, pie 

chart) 

 

Addresses multiple intelligences 

(instructional strategies) 

 

Uses Suchman Model of Inquiry (use with 

Picturing America) 

 emotions 

 facts 

 wonderings 

 connections 

 

 

Community 

 

 

 Inferring 

 Determining importance 

 Synthesizing 

 Paraphrasing 

 

Tests/quizzes 

 

Written responses e.g. 

 Responding to literary and informational text 

 Informational writing – report (W-4)   

 

National Geography 

Standards: 

Environment and 

Society 

 

 

 

For each region/continent study, the  student 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRICT INITIATIVES  & RESEARCH 

 

Applies Principles of Learning (POL) ©  

 organizing for effort 

 clear expectations 

 fair and credible evaluations 

 recognition of accomplishment 

 academic rigor 

 accountable talk 

Supplementary books/material 

 Reading Essentials:  

Northeast 

Midwest 

Southwest 

 West, 

 National Geographic Map 

Essentials, grade 4 

STANDARDIZED  AND REQUIRED 

 

SUGGESTED 
 

Anecdotal records 

 

Exhibits 

 

Graphic organizers 
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
Standard # 14 

5.14  Knows and 

understands how 

human actions 

modify the physical 

environment 

 

Standard #15 

5.15 Knows and 

understands 

how physical 

systems affect 

human systems 

 

How can location 
affect the ways of 
life of the people 
who live there? 

 
How do humans alter 

the physical 
features of the land 
in order to grow and 

expand? 
 

 

Standard #16 

5.16 Knows and 

understands 

the changes 

that occur in 

the meaning, 

use, 

distribution 

5.14.1 Can identify the ways people alter the 

physical  environment (e.g. by creating 

irrigation projects; clearing the land to 

make room for houses and shopping 

centers; planting crops; building roads) 

 

 

5.15.1 Understands how communities benefit 

from the physical environment (e.g. 

people make their living by farming on 

fertile land, fishing in local water, 

working in mines; the community is a part 

located on a natural harbor, a tourist 

center located in a scenic or historic 

area, an industrial center with good 

access to natural resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.16.1 Knows the characteristics 

location, and use of renewable resources 

(e.g. timber) flow resources 

(e.g. running water or wind), and 

nonrenewable resources (e.g. Reading 

Essentials”  all regions, chapter 4 

 

 socializing intelligence 

 self-management of learning 

 learning as apprenticeship 

 

Differentiates instruction by varying the 

content, process, and product and 

implementing  

 tiered assignments 

 jigsawing 

 pre/post assessments 

 anchoring 

 think/pair/share 

 cubing, etc.  

 

Models historical thinking skills:  

chronological thinking, historical 

comprehension, historical analysis and 

interpretation, historical research 

capabilities, and historical issues – analysis 

and decision-making 

 

Provides social studies best practices 

opportunities such as:  

 investigating topics in depth;  

 exercising choice and 

responsibility by choosing their 

own topics for inquiry;  

 involving exploration of open 

questions that challenge students’ 

thinking; 

 involving students in active 

participation in the classroom and 

the wider community;  

 involving students in both 

independent inquiry and 

cooperative learning;  

 involving students in reading, 

writing, observing, discussing, and 

debating;  

 building upon students’ prior 

knowledge; exploring a full range 

of culture found in America;  

 

Facilitates the use of graphic organizers:  

sequence organizers  (chains, cycle), 

concept development (mind map), 

 Time for Kids 
 National Geographic 
 Picture Book overhead 

transparencies  

 HMS Book Closet 

 

 

 

Technology 

 LCD projectors 

 Computer lab 

 www.unitedstreaming.com 

 www.ridoe.net 

 www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/c

urriculum 

 

 

 

 

Materials 

 atlas 

 classroom pull-down maps 

 globe 

 

School library resources 

 Grade 4 resources curriculum 

binder 

 

 

Community 

 

 

 

Interviews 

 

Journals  

 

Multiple  Intelligences assessments (e.g. role 

playing – bodily kinesthetic, graphic organizing – 

visual, collaboration- interpersonal, etc. ) 

 

Oral presentations 
 

Research project 

 

Reading Strategies: before, during and after   

 Fact and opinion 

 Cause and effect 

 Summarizing 

 Main idea – supporting details 

 Text structure 

 Graphic sources 

 Author’s purpose 

 Compare/contrast 

 Making judgments 

 Authors viewpoint/point of view 

 Question 

 Predict 

 Visualizing 

 Inferring 

 Determining importance 

 Synthesizing 

 Paraphrasing 

 

Tests/quizzes 

 

Written responses e.g. 

 Responding to literary and informational text 

 Informational writing – report (W-4)   

 

http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.ridoe.net/
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
and importance 

of resources 

 

How can using 
resources lead to 

changes in a region?  

5.16.2 Understands the relationships between 

economic activities and resources (e.g. 

the relationship of major industrial 

districts to the location of iron ore, coal, 

and other resources 

 

5.16.3 Knows advantages and disadvantages of 

recycling and reusing different types of 

materials e.g. recycling club 

 

5.16.4 Knows the different ways in which 

resources are used and valued in 

different regions of the world, e.g. the 

use of wood in the U.S. for construction 

compared to the use of wood in the 

Dominican Republic for fuel.  Reading 

Essentials all regions chapter 4  

 

compare/contrast organizers (Venn 

diagrams, comparison charts), organizers 

(word web, concept map), evaluation 

organizers (charts, scales), 

categorize/classify organizers (categories, 

tree) relational organizers (fish bone, pie 

chart) 

 

 
 

Addresses multiple intelligences 

(instructional strategies) 

 

Uses Suchman Model of Inquiry (use with 

Picturing America) 

 emotions 

 facts 

 wonderings 

 connections 

National Geography 

Standards:  Uses 

of Geography 

 

Standard #17 

5.17 Knows and 

understands how 

geography is used to 

interpret the past. 

 

 

For each region/continent study, the  student 

 

 

 

 

5.17.1 Knows the ways in which changes in 

people’s perceptions of environments 

have influenced human migration and 

settlement over time (e.g. the history 

of oil discovery and its  effect on 

migration in different United States 

regions such as Pennsylvania, Louisiana, 

or Texas)  Reading Essentials:  The 

West, chapter 2 

 

DISTRICT INITIATIVES  & RESEARCH 

 

Applies Principles of Learning (POL) ©  

 organizing for effort 

 clear expectations 

 fair and credible evaluations 

 recognition of accomplishment 

 academic rigor 

 accountable talk 

 socializing intelligence 

 self-management of learning 

 learning as apprenticeship 

 

Differentiates instruction by varying the 

content, process, and product and 

implementing  

 tiered assignments 

 jigsawing 

 pre/post assessments 

 anchoring 

 think/pair/share 

 cubing, etc.  

Supplementary books/material 

 Reading Essentials:  

Northeast 

Midwest 

Southwest 

 West, 

 National Geographic Map 
Essentials, grade 4 

 Time for Kids 
 National Geographic 
 Picture Book overhead 

transparencies  

 HMS Book Closet 
 

 

Technology 

 LCD projectors 

 Computer lab 

 www.unitedstreaming.com 

 www.ridoe.net 

 www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/c

STANDARDIZED  AND REQUIRED 

 

SUGGESTED 
 

Anecdotal records 

 

Exhibits 

 

Graphic organizers 

 

Interviews 

 

Journals  

 

Multiple  Intelligences assessments (e.g. role 

playing – bodily kinesthetic, graphic organizing – 

visual, collaboration- interpersonal, etc. ) 

 

Oral presentations 
 

Research project 

 

http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.ridoe.net/
http://www.ride.ri.gov/instruction/curriculum
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TOPIC/ 

STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 

(Barrington Public Schools) 

 

RESEARCH-BASED 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
Models historical thinking skills:  

chronological thinking, historical 

comprehension, historical analysis and 

interpretation, historical research 

capabilities, and historical issues – analysis 

and decision-making 

 

Provides social studies best practices 

opportunities such as:  

 investigating topics in depth;  

 exercising choice and 

responsibility by choosing their 

own topics for inquiry;  

 involving exploration of open 

questions that challenge students’ 

thinking; 

 involving students in active 

participation in the classroom and 

the wider community;  

 involving students in both 

independent inquiry and 

cooperative learning;  

 involving students in reading, 

writing, observing, discussing, and 

debating;  

 building upon students’ prior 

knowledge; exploring a full range 

of culture found in America;  

 

Facilitates the use of graphic organizers:  

sequence organizers  (chains, cycle), 

concept development (mind map), 

compare/contrast organizers (Venn 

diagrams, comparison charts), organizers 

(word web, concept map), evaluation 

organizers (charts, scales), 

categorize/classify organizers (categories, 

tree) relational organizers (fish bone, pie 

chart) 

 

Addresses multiple intelligences 

(instructional strategies) 

 

 

 

 

urriculum 

 

 

Materials 

 atlas 

 classroom pull-down maps 

 globe 

 

School library resources 

 Grade 4 resources curriculum 

binder 

 

 

Community 

 

 

Reading Strategies: before, during and after   

 Fact and opinion 

 Cause and effect 

 Summarizing 

 Main idea – supporting details 

 Text structure 

 Graphic sources 

 Author’s purpose 

 Compare/contrast 

 Making judgments 

 Authors viewpoint/point of view 

 Question 

 Predict 

 Visualizing 

 Inferring 

 Determining importance 

 Synthesizing 

 Paraphrasing 

o  

 

Tests/quizzes 

 

Written responses e.g. 

 Responding to literary and informational text 

 Informational writing – report (W-4)   
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STANDARD 
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INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
Historical Thinking 

 

6.1 Chronological 

thinking 

 

Students will 

GSE: 

 HP2(3-4)-3a 

 

6.1.1 Distinguish between past, present, and 

future time 

 

6.1.2 Identify the temporal structure of a 

historical narrative or story 

 

6.1.3 Establish temporal order in constructing 

students’ own historical narratives 

 

6.1.4 Measure and calculate calendar time 

 

6.1.5 Interpret data presented in time lines 

 

6.1.6 Create time lines 

 

6.1.7 Explain changes and continuity over time 

 

6.1.8 Interpreting and explaining similarities 

and differences in objects, artifacts, 

technologies, ideas, or beliefs (e.g., 

religious, economic, education, self-

government) from the past and present 

(e.g., transportation or communication in 

the community, RI, U.S.) HP2(3-4)-3a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historical Thinking Standards 

flow through all Eras.  See 

above 

 

Historical Thinking 

Standards flow through 

all Eras.  See above 

 

Historical Thinking Standards flow 

through all Eras.  See above 
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ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
Historical Thinking 

 

6.2 Historical 

comprehen

sion 

 

Students will 

GSE: 

 HP1 (3-4)-1 a,c 

 

6.2.1 Identify the author or source of the 

historical document or narrative 

 

6.2.2 Reconstruct the literal meaning of a 

historical passage 

 

6.2.3 Identify the central questions(s) the 

historical narrative addresses 

 

6.2.4 Read historical narratives imaginatively 

 

6.2.5 Appreciate historical perspectives 

 

6.2.6 Draw upon data in historical maps 

describing the difference between 

primary and secondary sources and 

interpreting information from each (e.g., 

asking and answering questions, making 

predictions)  HP1 (3-4)-1a 

 

6.2.7 Organize  information obtained to answer 

 historical questions   HP1 (3-4)-1c 

 

 

Historical Thinking Standards 

flow through all Eras.  See 

above 

 

Historical Thinking 

Standards flow through 

all Eras.  See above 

 

Historical Thinking Standards flow 

through all Eras.  See above 

Historical Thinking 

 

6.3 Historical 

Analysis 

and 

Interpreta

tion 

Students will 

GSE: 

 HP 3(3-4)-2a 

 

6.3.1 Formulate questions to focus their 

inquiry or analysis 

 

 

Historical Thinking Standards 

flow through all Eras.  See 

above 

 

Historical Thinking 

Standards flow through 

all Eras.  See above 

 

Historical Thinking Standards flow 

through all Eras.  See above 
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STANDARD 

NHS Standards/GSEs/BENCHMARKS 
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INSTRUCTIONAL 

STRATEGIES 

RESOURCES RESEARCH-BASED 

ASSESSMENT  

EVIDENCE 
 

 

6.3.2 Compare and contrast differing sets of 

ideas, values, personalities, behaviors, 

and institutions 

 

6.3.3 Analyze historical fiction 

 

6.3.4 Distinguish between fact and fiction 

 

6.3.5 Compare different stories about a 

historical figure, era, or event 

 

6.3.6 Analyze illustrations in historical stories 

 

6.3.7 Consider multiple perspectives 

 

6.3.8 Explain causes in analyzing historical 

actions 

 

6.3.9 Hypothesize influences of the past 

 

6.3.10 Use  a variety of sources (e.g., 

photographs,  written text, clothing, oral 

history) to reconstruct the past, 

understand the  present, and make 

predictions for the future   HP 3(3-4)-2a 

 
 

Historical Thinking 

 

 

6.4 Historical 

Research 

capabilities 

 

Students will 

 

 

6.4.1 Formulate historical questions 

 

6.4.2 Obtain historical data 

 

 

Historical Thinking Standards 

flow through all Eras.  See 

above 

 

Historical Thinking 

Standards flow through 

all Eras.  See above 

 

Historical Thinking Standards flow 

through all Eras.  See above 
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EVIDENCE 
 6.4.3 Interrogate historical data 

 

 

Historical Thinking 

 

6.5 Historical 

Issues-

Analysis 

and 

Decision-

Making 

 

 

Students will 

 

6.5.1 Identify problems and dilemmas in the 

past. 

 

6.5.2 Analyze the interests and values of the 

various people involved 

 

6.5.3 Identify causes of the problem or 

dilemma 

 

6.5.4 Propose alternative choices for 

addressing the problem 

 

6.5.5 Formulate a position or course of action 

on an issue 

 

6.5.6 Identify the solution chosen 

 

6.5.7 Evaluate the consequences of a decision 

 

 

Historical Thinking Standards 

flow through all Eras.  See 

above 

 

Facilitates Responsive Classroom 

 

Historical Thinking 

Standards flow through 

all Eras.  See above 

 

Historical Thinking Standards flow 

through all Eras.  See above 

 

 

 Responsive Classroom 

 


